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DESCRISE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) DHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A, General Statement:

1. Bentfield, constructed in 1810, comprises one of the principle
manor houses and plantation groups not only in Brumswick County, but in all
of Southside Virginia. The number, general location and arrangement of the
buildings and gardens makes Bentfield a significant example of federal
plantation architecture of the early nineteenth century. The intexior wood
paneling is elegantly refined.

2. GCondition of fabric: Good, and in the process of restoration.

B. Description of the Interior:

1. The main body of the house is a large, single pile seven bay
brick structure, two~and-one-half stories high. A wooden kitchen wing was
attached to the facade's central three bays probably in the mid-nineteenth
century. The rear of the structure, facing away from the Meherrin River,
became the principle facade.

2. Foundations: brick.

3. Wall construction, finish and color: Exceptionally fine
Flemish bond brickwork with molded brick water table. Putlog holes are
found on both sides of each window and two are found on each side of the
chimney stacks, with one in the center of each stacl.

4. Structural system, framing: Brick interior and exterior
bearing walls, Interior wood framing.

5. Chimmeys: There are two, high exterioxr chimney stacks, one
on the east wall and one on the west wall, Each stack splays inward at
.the cornice line,

6. Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: There are two entrances to the main
structure, both through the center bays of the north and south facades. Eacph
consists of a double rzised three paneled door with banded wocden surrounds,
The flat archivolts are of rubbed bricks.

b. Windows and shutters: All of the windows are wooden doubl
hung nine~over-nine sash with flat rubbed brick arches. Many of the origina
shutters remain with double paneled movable vents.

7. Roof: A gable roof covered with tin, with a plain box cornice|
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C. Description of Interior:
1. Floor plans:

a. First floor: The entrance from the south side of the
structure opens into a large rectangular hall with a partially enclosed
stair in the northwest corner of the room. To the east of the hall is a
large parlor with fireplace. To the west of the hall is a smaller dining
room with fireplace,

b. Second floor: The stair leads to the second floor front
hall. To the west of the stair is a large bedroom with fireplace and two
storage areas at the rear of the house. Two bedrooms lie to the mnorth of
the second floor front hall, while the master bedroom with fireplace is
found at the end of the hall in the extreme eastern end of the structure,

2. Stairway: The mahogany stair is located in a high stair-hall
which rums perpendicular to the south facade of the structure, The stair
rises to a landing at the southeast corner of the roow and then continues
to rise to the second level after the landing. A simple wooden molded

23S
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handrail, scrolled at the first floor runs broken only at the first floor landi
by a round newel post. The balusters are simple wooden square members., An
elaborate open stringer runs the length of the exposed stair.

‘3. Floering: The floors throughout the main house are heart pine
and are in excellent condition.

4, Wall and ceiling finish: The walls are all plastered with
wainscoting throughout the house. The baseboards are distinctively marbleized

5. Doorways and doors: All doors are'cross and bible' paneled and
those on the first floor have distinctive Adamesque pilastered and modillioned
carchitraves. :

6. Windows: The windows are treated in a similar fashion to the
doorways with paneled reveals and carved pilasters and architraves.

D, Site:

1. General setting and orientation: The main house and the remainin
outbuildings are oriented toward the south and the bend in the Meherrin River.
The approximately 40 acres overlooking the lowlands of the river form but a
small part of the original estate. There are remains of a large formal garden
to the north of the house with a fine stand of English boxwood near the north
entrance. Another garden and an extremely large box is located several hundred
feet to the south of the structure and a cemetery lies to the west of the house
- Two remaining wooden outbuildings lie to the east of the mansion while a fine
eighteenth century style wooden dairy stands but a few yards from the house in
the same direction.

J.L.F,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bentfield was the home of the Joneses and the Flournoys, two prominent
Southside Virginia families. The plantation's impressive brick mansion
illustrates how the Federal style was adapted for the region by the local
master masons and carpenters. Handsomely proportioned, the house exhibits
exceptionally fine craftsmanship in its masonry and interilor woodwork.

Its complex of outbuildings is a rare survival and helps complete the
picture of an early nineteenth century Virginia plantation.

A 1726 patent to Matthew Jones of Isle of Wight County was issued for
200 acres on the south side of the Meherrin River, south of Cattail Creek
in Brunswick County. This possibly could have been in the same area where
Bentfield stands today.

i The first known and most famous owner of the Bentfield property was
John Jones, often referred to as "Bellcat" Jones. He may have been a
descendent of Matthew Jones who in 1726 patented 200 acres on the
"southside of the Meherrin River, south of Cattail Creek,” in the vicinity
of the present house. John Jones was a Colomel during the Revolution, and
a letter he wrote congratulating Governor Nelson in 178l on the glorious
victory at Yorktown is preserved in the official Virginia State Papers,
John Jones served in the Virginia Senate, representing the area including
Brunswick County from 1776 until 1789, and signed a petition urging the
new government of Virginia to reestablish the Anglican Church in the state
John Jornes' son, John Jones, Jr., was born ip 1764 and married Luey Binns
Cargill in 1787. It was for this son that "Hellcat" Jones built the
present house on the plantation he called '"Melrose", which was the first
name of what later was known as ''Bentfield."

Information on the Jones family in the nineteenth century is relatively
scant, but Melrose remained in the possession of the Joneses until 1854
when Charles G. Jones, possibly a son of John Jones, Jr., sold the property
and house referred to as the "plantation whereon I / Jones /unow dwell" to
George C. Rives, 1In this deed Jones mentions that he had inherited the
property from his father, and a registery of students at the College of
William and Mary shows a John N. Jones of Brunswick County registered there
in 1835-36 whose guardian was a Mrs. Mary Jones. This might indicate
that John Jomes, Jr., was deceased by that time.

In 1859, George C., Rives, a wealthy landowner who lived at Sherwood,
Albemarle County, who never actually resided at Melrose, sold this property
of 720 acres for $8,000 to Thomas Y¥lournoy.

The property with its name changed from 'Melrose’ to “Bentfield" remaingd
in the Flournoy family for 114 years. The Flournoy family dates back to

Jean Jacques Flournoy, a French Hugenot who came to Virginia between 1717
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and 1720. Thomas Flournoy, who purchased Bencfield, was originally from
Prince Edward County. A horse lover and an ardent Presbyterian, he helped
establish the Union Presbyterian Church (since destroyed) in whose churchyax
many of the Flournoy family are buried. The last residents of the Flournoy
family to reside at Bentfield were two of Thomas Flournoy's granddaughters,
both of whom were deceased by 1947,

S.P. & J.L.F.

o

GPO 921.724



i MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Abstracts of Virginia Land Patents, 1666-1720, Patent Book 12, p. 716.

Bell, Landon, The 0ld Free State, 2 vols., Richmond, William Byrd Press, 1927
Vol. I, p. 353, Vol. 1T, p. 70, f

Brxunswick County Deeds, Book 36 (1852-57) p. 277 Book 37, (1859), p. 266,

Bruaswick County Wills,

Calender of Virginia State Papers, Vol. IT, pp. 261, 570. Vol. VI, p. 104,

Childs, James Rives, Reliques of the Rives, Lynchburg, 1929, pp. 80, 110, 287,
401, 596,

King, Margaret Rives, A Memento of Ancestors and Ancesiral Homes, Cincinnati,

1890, p. 33.

.- GEOGRAPHICAL DATA L5 C B

LATITUDE AND LONGI™IDE COORDINATES
DEFINING Thoe LEGTIEIR POIN) OF A F~OPERTYY
Of LESS THAN TEFN ACRES

LAYITUDE ANO LAONGITUDE COORODINATES
DEFINING A RSECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0

R

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LAT)TUDE LONGITUDE
Degzeas Minutes Secconds Degrees Minutes Scconds Oegrees Minvtes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
N |36 ° 43 ° 42 - |77 ° 52 59~ o - ° S

NE 36 © 43 42 = |77 ° 52 43 -
SE 36 ° 43 23 |77 ° 52 43~ :
SW 36 ¢ 43 » 23 = 177 o 52. 59- !

"PPROXIMATE AC AC N P Y: 2 ac
A ATE REAGE OF NOMINATED ROPERT 352 8 res.

ILIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR FROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: ] CODE | COUNTY: cooe
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: COOE
tsTaTE: CODE COUNYY: COODE
FORM PREPARED BY -,
NAME AND TITLE:
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff
ORGANIZATION DAYE )
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission November, 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:
221 Governor Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE cooe
Richmond " Virginia

(2

. STATE LJAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

. NATIONAL REGISTER VERIF|

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- ) b
, ) i thi arty is incloded in the
tronal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Loaw I hercby certify that this progerty melvded Lo

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended . ’ "
tonifi N . Director, Qtiice of Archeslogy and Hisloric Preservation
level of stgnificance of this nomination is:

National [ State [X Local ()
Date

Name ATTEST
Junius R, Fishburne, Jr., Director )
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

Title .

Keeper of The National Register
A
NOV 20 1973
Date . Date

33S

® U.5. GOVERNMEINT PRINTING OFFICE 3 1973-725-147/1442 3.1

SNOILODOAY LS NI

e s e



Form 10-2000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE AP
Virginia
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |counTY
IMVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Brunswick
FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Continuation Sheet) ENTRY NOMEER 2ATE

(Number all entries)

9.

Letter of Mrs. Sally T. Gerhardt, dated April 30, 1968 (Mrs. Gerhardt is a
descendent of Thomas Flournoy and was a part ownex of 'Bentfield").

Marriage Records of Brunswick County, 1730-1852, compiled by Augusta Fothergill
in 1952, p. 60.

Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. 36, pp. 188-189.

William and Mary Quarterly, 1lst Series, Vol. 19, pp. 290-291. 2nd Series,
Vol. 3, p. 276.

6P O 921.724



NSTRUCTIONS

SEE

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-301
{July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Virginia
COUNTY

Brunswick

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose wilh map)

COMMON:

Bentfield

AND/oRr HISTORIC: Baytfie 1 d

STREET AND NUM BER:

Scuth of Lawrenceville off Pouite §8_

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: cooE |COUNTY: coDE

Brunswick

SOURCE.:

SCALE:

DATE

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Vipginia
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY )
Brunswick
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM — FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

Eentfield
- BentiJleld

COMMOMN

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBE

Scuth of Lawrenceville off Route 58

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: coDE |counTy: coDE

Virginia

Brunswick

PHOTO CREDIT: Zelma Lee QOverby, for Va., Historic Landmarks Comy

0cteber 1070

CATE OF PHOTO:

EGATIVE FILED AT:

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.




S EE
¥

Eorm No. 10-301a

(7/72)

 RSTRUCTIONS

S EE
S

INSTRUCTIONS

Farm No. 10-301

N UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
Rev. 772 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Vireind
irginia
MATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES connTY
, BrunswiCk
PRCPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY )
{Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUVRER oare |
i rﬁ i
I 1 ' !
lSOMMON: Beptfield

JAND/OH HisTo=52- Melrose

[2. cocaTion”

STREET AND NUM REZR:

CITY OR TOWN:

1 1/2 miles Southeast of intersection of Roure 656 and Route 58.

| Lawrenceville vicinity
B3TATE:

Virginia

[ ap

R

CODE COUNTY: cooc
51| Brunswick 075

7 1/2' quadrangle White Plains, Virginia

peace: 1:24000

oave: 1963

JENTS

YO BEINCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries whsre requi
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude ond longitude reference.

red.

UNITED STATES DEPARTHME

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTYPHOTOGRAPHFORM

(Type all entries - aftach to ot

. c.;;nmom Bentfield

AND/OR HISTORIC! M_gl___r_qse

s TRESET AND NUMBER:

1 1/2 miles Southeast of intersection O

CITY OR TOWN:
Lawrenceville vicinit

STATE:

DATE OF PHOTO: 1968

EGATIVE FILED AT:
Virginia Historic L ndm

Zzw, DIRECTION, ETC.

1, View of house fro

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ia.ﬁistoric Landmark

¥ U.S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFILE

1 1873~728-143/1441 31

NT OF THE INTERIOR

FOR NP$ USE ONLY

enclose with photograph)

£ Route 656 and Route 58,

CODE COUNTY:

51 Brunswick

s Commission

k.s Comm

3 enme

m northwest.

-—————~‘—'*""”'iffiffj:;%



E“;"}N“' 10-301a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT GF THE INTERIOR
A7 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE o iy
Virginia
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES RERNEE ‘
Brunswick ’
PROPERTY PHOTOGR T e ne————— 2Rt |
) ‘M.’H FORM FO= MES UsE G‘NLY ;
[r . - e
fT}'pe alf eafrias - attack fo or enclose with phcfograp??} EMTRY H’_I_IME,EH DA?!
= :_* I‘*-—w‘:}pimk'_, "'__ y 3 _":".' __..<-’°__'._::" e
o ,, . ¥ S o xiryii sy -
L__MMGM' B.E-1"'f"' Fn'| d
s ﬂND?uh HISTORIC: nin] )
b 1 : Lﬂﬂﬁ‘T”;mH*”‘ e
LS TREET AMG NL.Ml:F# . Rt L
1 1/2 miy
- miles 50'1thEﬂst o ke
AP i T of intersecting Mte—&ié—ﬂﬂﬁ—ﬁﬂux—_ﬁ___u—__
s :
Lawrenceville Ficinity
e STATE:
COnE {SauNTY
o @%E‘ REFERENCE T v s Bf}i’”fi%,? i 1 035
F'HDTD CREDIT: Ull‘g_[. MH £ R L aEd a\s- x-‘\"‘ x*@w““;m Vo”\'xvsvo""i_’:;:‘?’i'{,ﬁi’;ﬁi?ﬁi?»ilﬂ} 5
e niLa L5t Tric Ld—ld]'ﬂarkq £ 5 2EE
BATE oF EHoTar 1 958 Commission
L EGATIVE FILED AT: - - —
= _'-._'-"——
s Virginia Hi i
o 2 1btﬂI'I.C Ldl'tl:[[ttﬂrks CU_‘“H].SB:LD]J‘ RJ—Q_I"‘EDE’Id \'r"::'l
] b Eﬁmaﬁl’ﬁr@mp@ P-"-"'" *"”v«’t“‘”.,.?“v zv-‘“ga':qu” e R LT w"lv Tt
DESCRIBE vizw, D,,;Em-{_ur-—-—vm_.’u_“{_g f._'r_:_.;_"_“ 3“?“
2. View of 1ivi
living room/ ball room first floor,
T LS GOVERNMENT o NG CFFILT, 1973 PEM1BE 1aan -1
Form Mo, 10-301a UNITED 5TATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR s
(3/77) HATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia
CouUMTY
HATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES )
Brunswick .
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR MPS USE ONLY
c i z ENTRY HUMBERM DATE
w { T}'pe all enfries - attach fo or enclose with photograph] o
< phMRNEITTTT ;~-';*“::‘i;;¢" e T e e e S e e
o cammon: Bentfield _ x
— supior misToric: nelrose
e R R R R e
U STRERET AMD MUMBER:
e |1 3/2 miles Southeagt of intersertion 0f Route 656 and Route 58,
CITY GR ToOWM; '
e Lawrenceville vieinity
- STATE: cope [COUNTY:
en Virginia 51 . __Brunswick
- 8 fﬂﬂt,’fgtﬁﬁ%%‘?E‘NEE i zft?n;gﬁf’;;hmyﬁf?ﬁ*’jg*%b“;ﬁ;;.’:‘;'Mié’i‘*;;’:s'
- FHOTO EREDIT: Wipoinig Historic Landmarks Commission
TATE OF mHaTE: 1968
[1E MESATIVE FILED AT:
1y Vireginia Historic Landmarks Commissiogpn; Rickmond, Va.
v I DERTIFIGATON 1o L e e e e R S R e e L s B
ul—uLH'IE':F VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
3. View of first floor doorway.

= LS GOer ST SRTING SUTWIE WP a- 7RG EE aas M- F



¢ e
WHITE PLAINS QUADRANCLE N
| OF VIRGINIA VIRGINIA--BRUNSWICK CO. o
VAL RESOURCES 7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) o
TATE GEOLOGIST NW/4 WHITE PLAINS 15° QUADRANG) £ o
Sw - ”
203 /
BENTFIELD
LATITUDE LONGITUDE
NW36°43142 o 779521590
NE36C431420 77952143
SE36043123" 7790520430
SW36943123" 77952 tEgn
:| 70gg
PAQ OG0
FLET




e

. d
ey

o
A

e
.

e




